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into the Patent Office stay there and, 
thus, improve the quality of the pat-
ents that our people have. 

Over a billion dollars has been taken 
from the Patent Office in the last 10 
years and goes into the general fund 
when it should be spent trying to pro-
tect—and trying to make the system 
work—intellectual property ownership 
by inventors. 

That is the last I have on that piece 
of legislation, which is H.R. 9, which 
deserves the attention of the American 
people. 

I would like to end my time tonight 
talking about one other issue very 
quickly. Today, I introduced legisla-
tion, H.R. 1940, which basically says 
that the Federal Government shall not 
interfere in those States that have 
eliminated the penalties on marijuana 
use and sales or have allowed the oper-
ation of medical marijuana 
dispensaries. 

This legislation, H.R. 1940, would ba-
sically leave it up to the States as to 
whether or not people should be per-
mitted to use marijuana, especially 
medical marijuana. 

I don’t see any reason why the people 
of the United States should face the 
type of controls and the type of police 
state activity that impacts their lives 
by people—whether they are well 
meaning or not—who have set up, basi-
cally, a bureaucratic law enforcement 
state that activates and prevents peo-
ple from living their own lives. 

If, indeed, someone is using mari-
juana—for medical purposes especially, 
but also even for recreational use—if 
someone is in their backyard, smoking 
some marijuana, we should not spend 
limited dollars. 

We have limited tax dollars here. We 
are cutting off veterans’ benefits, cut-
ting down on people who need help, but 
then we are spending it on trying to 
put in jail someone who is smoking 
marijuana in their backyard or trying 
to supply someone with the marijuana 
to smoke in their backyard. That is ab-
solutely absurd. 

My bill, H.R. 1940, will insist that, if 
a State has legalized the use of mari-
juana or the medical use of marijuana, 
the Federal Government cannot in-
fringe upon that. 

It is sort of like you see a guy over in 
the corner of a park, and he is sur-
rounded by policemen, and they throw 
him to the ground, and they handcuff 
him and put him in jail, and they go 
through the court procedures with the 
judges and all these expenses for smok-
ing marijuana, versus the other end of 
the park, where some lady is getting 
raped, but there is no policeman there, 
and they spend all of their money fo-
cusing on the people who are smoking 
marijuana. That makes no sense. 

When you have limited dollars, we 
should especially respect people’s right 
to live their own lives; and, if they 
make mistakes, which they do, they 
will have to live with those mistakes. 

I would ask my colleagues to support 
H.R. 1940, which is consistent with 

criminal law should be made at the 
State and local level and not at the 
Federal level. We should not have a 
Federal police force knocking in doors, 
going into people’s homes, and spend-
ing huge amounts of money in order to 
prevent people from personal consump-
tion behavior. 

I would ask my colleagues, if you be-
lieve in liberty, believe what our 
Founding Fathers believed in, support 
a strong patent system and oppose H.R. 
9 and support my legislation, H.R. 1940, 
which will restore to the American 
people and to the States therein the 
right to control criminal law and their 
own personal behavior. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today on 
account of attending a Presidential 
visit to the Everglades National Park 
in his district. 

Mr. HASTINGS (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for April 21 through April 23. 

Mr. PAYNE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for the first series of votes 
today on account of medical appoint-
ment regarding foot surgery. 

f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 971. An act to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for an in-
crease in the limit on the length of an agree-
ment under the Medicare independence at 
home medical practice demonstration pro-
gram; to the Committee on Ways and Means; 
in addition, to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

S. 984. An act to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories 
for speech generating devices and to remove 
the rental cap for durable medical equipment 
under the Medicare Program with respect to 
speech generating devices; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce; in addition, to the 
Committee on Ways and Means for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 535. An act to promote energy efficiency. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 26 minutes 

p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, April 23, 2015, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1239. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-39, ‘‘Public Charter School Pri-
ority Enrollment Temporary Amendment 
Act of 2015’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, 
section 602(c)(1); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

1240. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-40, ‘‘Chancellor of the District of 
Columbia Public Schools Salary Adjustment 
Temporary Amendment Act of 2015’’, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, section 602(c)(1); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

1241. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-41, ‘‘Health Benefit Exchange Au-
thority Financial Sustainability Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2015’’, pursuant to Public 
Law 93-198, section 602(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

1242. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-42, ‘‘Educator Evaluation Data 
Protection Temporary Amendment Act of 
2015’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, section 
602(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

1243. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-38, ‘‘Wage Theft Prevention Clar-
ification Temporary Amendment Act of 
2015’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, section 
602(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

1244. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-43, ‘‘At-Risk Funding Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2015’’, pursuant to Public 
Law 93-198, section 602(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

1245. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-37, ‘‘H Street, N.E., Retail Pri-
ority Area Clarification Temporary Amend-
ment Act of 2015’’, pursuant to Public Law 
93-198, section 602(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

1246. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 20-492, ‘‘Student Nutrition on Win-
ter Weather Days Act of 2014’’, pursuant to 
Public Law 93-198, section 602(c)(1); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

1247. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-48, ‘‘Reproductive Health Non- 
Discrimination Clarification Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2015’’, pursuant to Public 
Law 93-198, section 602(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

1248. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-49, ‘‘Marijuana Possession De-
criminalization Clarification Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2015’’, pursuant to Public 
Law 93-198, 602(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

1249. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-44, ‘‘Vending Regulations Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2015’’, pursuant to 
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Public Law 93-198, section 602(c)(1); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

1250. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 20-596, ‘‘Limitations on the Use of 
Restraints Amendment Act of 2014’’, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, section 602(c)(1); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

1251. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-47, ‘‘Testing Integrity Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2015’’, pursuant to Public 
Law 93-198, section 602(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself, 
Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. COURT-
NEY, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
TAKANO, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. POCAN, 
Ms. FUDGE, Ms. DELAURO, and Ms. 
CLARK of Massachusetts): 

H.R. 1926. A bill to improve compliance 
with mine safety and health laws, empower 
miners to raise safety concerns, prevent fu-
ture mine tragedies, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce. 

By Mr. GOODLATTE (for himself and 
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona): 

H.R. 1927. A bill to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to improve fairness in class ac-
tion litigation; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. MCHENRY (for himself, Mr. 
MEADOWS, Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. HUD-
SON, and Mr. ROUZER): 

H.R. 1928. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the coverage of 
qualified tuition programs and increase the 
limitation on contributions to Coverdell edu-
cation savings accounts; to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WITTMAN (for himself, Mr. 
PITTENGER, Mr. COFFMAN, and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

H.R. 1929. A bill to restrict United States 
nationals from traveling to countries in 
which foreign governments or anti-govern-
ment forces allow foreign terrorist organiza-
tions to engage in armed conflict for pur-
poses of participating in such armed conflict 
or from providing material support to enti-
ties that are engaged in such armed conflict, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ELLISON: 
H.R. 1930. A bill to eliminate certain sub-

sidies for fossil-fuel production; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition 
to the Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure, Natural Resources, Science, 
Space, and Technology, Energy and Com-
merce, Agriculture, Appropriations, Finan-
cial Services, and Foreign Affairs, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself, Mr. 
SAM JOHNSON of Texas, and Mr. CAR-
TER of Texas): 

H.R. 1931. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture 
to sell certain Federal land, to direct that 
the proceeds of such sales be applied to re-
duce the Federal budget deficit, and for 

other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources, and in addition to the Committee 
on Agriculture, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mrs. HARTZLER: 
H.R. 1932. A bill to amend the Occupational 

Safety and Health Act of 1970 to allow em-
ployers a grace period to abate certain occu-
pational health and safety violations before 
being subject to a penalty under such Act; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

By Mr. CONYERS (for himself, Ms. 
ADAMS, Ms. BASS, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. 
BEYER, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. 
CARSON of Indiana, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms. JUDY CHU 
of California, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. 
CLARKE of New York, Mr. CLAY, Mr. 
CLEAVER, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. COHEN, 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. DELANEY, Ms. 
DELBENE, Mr. DEUTCH, Mrs. DINGELL, 
Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. 
FARR, Mr. FATTAH, Ms. FUDGE, Mr. 
AL GREEN of Texas, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. 
HECK of Washington, Mr. HINOJOSA, 
Mr. HONDA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. 
JEFFRIES, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHN-
SON of Texas, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Ms. LEE, Mr. 
LEWIS, Ms. LOFGREN, Mrs. CAROLYN 
B. MALONEY of New York, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MOORE, 
Mr. NADLER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. 
NORTON, Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr. PAYNE, 
Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
PIERLUISI, Mr. POCAN, Mr. RANGEL, 
Mr. RICHMOND, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, 
Mr. RUSH, Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of 
California, Mr. SARBANES, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. 
SERRANO, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, 
Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington, Mr. SWALWELL of California, 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. MAX-
INE WATERS of California, Ms. WILSON 
of Florida, Ms. BROWN of Florida, and 
Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia): 

H.R. 1933. A bill to eliminate racial 
profiling by law enforcement, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS (for 
herself and Mr. ISRAEL): 

H.R. 1934. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to establish a national 
Oncology Medical Home Demonstration 
Project under the Medicare program for the 
purpose of changing the Medicare payment 
for cancer care in order to enhance the qual-
ity of care and to improve cost efficiency, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CULBERSON (for himself and 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK): 

H.R. 1935. A bill to protect 10th Amend-
ment rights by providing special standing for 
State government officials to challenge pro-
posed regulations, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas (for 
himself, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. YOUNG of Indiana, Mr. REED, Mrs. 
BLACK, and Mr. MARCHANT): 

H.R. 1936. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to exclude certain medical 
sources of evidence in making disability de-
terminations; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. AMODEI (for himself, Mr. 
GOSAR, Mr. ZINKE, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, 
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. TIPTON, Mr. 
CHAFFETZ, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. FLORES, 
Mr. STEWART, Mr. COOK, Mr. HECK of 
Nevada, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, 
Mrs. LUMMIS, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. DIAZ- 
BALART, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. LABRADOR, 
Mr. HARDY, Mr. GRAVES of Georgia, 
Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, 
Mr. BENISHEK, Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. 
GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. DUNCAN of 
South Carolina, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. 
SALMON, Mr. LAMALFA, Mrs. MCMOR-
RIS RODGERS, Mr. THOMPSON of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, Mr. 
LATTA, Mr. BARR, Mr. COLE, Mr. CON-
AWAY, Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, 
and Mr. NEWHOUSE): 

H.R. 1937. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture 
to more efficiently develop domestic sources 
of the minerals and mineral materials of 
strategic and critical importance to United 
States economic and national security and 
manufacturing competitiveness; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and in addition 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. KIND (for himself, Mr. RIBBLE, 
Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin, Mr. POCAN, 
Ms. MOORE, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, Mr. 
GROTHMAN, and Mr. DUFFY): 

H.R. 1938. A bill to amend the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 to increase transparency 
of the Inspectors General, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

By Mr. BURGESS: 
H.R. 1939. A bill to amend the FAA Mod-

ernization and Reform Act of 2012 to estab-
lish prohibitions to prevent the use of an un-
manned aircraft system as a weapon while 
operating in the national airspace system, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. ROHRABACHER (for himself, 
Mr. COHEN, Mr. HUNTER, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Ms. 
TITUS, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. MASSIE, Mr. POLIS, Mr. 
AMASH, and Mr. POCAN): 

H.R. 1940. A bill to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to provide for a new rule re-
garding the application of the Act to mari-
huana, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. WESTMORELAND (for himself, 
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York, Mr. HECK of Washington, Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. COOPER, Mr. BARR, 
Mr. STIVERS, Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. 
DUFFY, Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. FINCHER, 
Mr. MESSER, Mr. MULVANEY, Mr. 
GOSAR, Mr. HILL, Mr. MURPHY of 
Florida, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. LUCAS, 
Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. POSEY, Mr. DAVID 
SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. DESJARLAIS, 
Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. DUNCAN of South 
Carolina, Mr. TIPTON, Mr. GARRETT, 
Mr. MCHENRY, Mrs. LOVE, Mr. HURT 
of Virginia, and Mr. KING of New 
York): 

H.R. 1941. A bill to improve the examina-
tion of depository institutions, and for other 
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